VIRGINIA FOLKLIFE APPRENTICESHIP PROGRAM

GUIDELINES AND APPLICATION

General Information

Virginia Folklife Apprenticeship awards are available for 9-month apprenticeships.  Qualified master artists will receive a $1,800 stipend, paid in two installments at the beginning and end of the apprenticeship period.  Selected apprentices may request up to $300 for travel or expenses.

For the 2010-2011 cycle, the Apprenticeships will begin in June 2010 and run through the end of February 2011.  If you are selected for an apprenticeship award, the VFH will arrange for payments and for three site visits by the Director of the Virginia Folklife Program.  

Eligibility

The Virginia Folklife Apprenticeship Program welcomes applications for apprenticeships in all forms of Virginia’s traditional, expressive culture.  The master artist and apprentice should both be residents of Virginia.  If one or both of the participants reside outside of Virginia, a compelling case must be made regarding the connection of the applicants to Virginia, and the importance of their proposed traditional skill to Virginia culture.  It is also preferred, though not required, that masters and apprentices belong to the same cultural community.

Completing the Forms

The master and apprentice must complete the attached application form.  Part A is to be completed by the master artist, Part B is to be completed by the apprentice, and Part C is to be completed by both the master artist and the apprentice together.

Please answer all questions as thoroughly as possible and use additional pages as needed.  Applications should be typed or written in clearly legible print.

Support Materials

Both master artists and apprentices are strongly encouraged to include audio/visual and/or written support materials that speak to their abilities.  Support materials will be returned at the conclusion of the review process only upon request, and only if a self-addressed postage or UPS paid mailer is provided.  Letters of recommendation that attest to qualifications of the master artist are a critical component of the application review process.

All applications must be postmarked by April 21, 2010, though we encourage you to submit an application before the deadline.

Please send completed applications to:

Virginia Folklife Program

Virginia Foundation for the Humanities

145 Ednam Drive

Charlottesville, VA 22903-3296

If you have questions about the application or need assistance, please contact Jon Lohman, Program Director for the Virginia Folklife Program, at (434) 243-5523, or by email at lohman@virginia.edu
Selection and Notification

The Folklife Apprenticeship Committee, comprised of VFH staff members and regional folklife experts, will review each application based on the following criteria:

· Traditional nature of the proposed art or skill.

· Expertise of the master artist.

· Demonstrated level of commitment by the master artist and the apprentice to the apprenticeship.

· Potential impact of the apprenticeship on the continued vitality of the tradition.

· Relevance and importance of the tradition to the cultural history of Virginia.

· Feasibility of work plan and the coherence of the overall apprenticeship.

Applicants will be notified about the committee’s decisions by the end of May, 2010.
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The Virginia Folklife
Apprenticeship Program

Application for Apprenticeship

A

Master Application

Name of Master______________________________________________

Mailing Address______________________________________________

Phone (home, work)____________________Email__________________

Place of Birth________________________________________________

Please answer these questions in the space provided.

Use additional pages if necessary.

1. What is the traditional skill or art form to be taught?  Please describe.

2. How, and when did you learn this tradition?

3. What role does this tradition play in your community?  How many community members participate in this tradition as artists and/or audiences?

4. Have you ever taught this tradition to anyone?  If so, describe the circumstances.

5. Tell us a little bit about the importance this tradition plays in your life.

6. How long have you known your apprentice?  Have you worked together previously in this tradition?

7. Why do you wish to teach this tradition and participate in the Folklife Apprenticeship Program?

8. What do you hope to accomplish with the proposed apprenticeship?

I am willing to take ______________________ as an apprentice according to the plan in this application.  I will allow this apprenticeship to be documented for the purpose of encouraging the continued vibrancy of Virginia’s rich folklife.

Signed__________________________________________  Date_________________

B

Apprentice Application

Name of Apprentice_______________________________________________________

Mailing Address__________________________________________________________

Phone (home, work)__________________________ Email_______________________

Place of Birth____________________________________________________________

Please respond in the space provided.

Use additional pages if necessary.

1. What is the traditional skill or art form to be taught?  Please describe.

2. How much skill do you already possess in this tradition?  How long have you practiced this tradition or related skill?

3. What interests you about this particular tradition?

4. Why do you want to work with this master artist in particular?

5. What do you hope to accomplish with this apprenticeship experience?

6. In what ways do you plan to continue working with this traditional art form in the future?

I am willing to work with ________________________ according to the plan outlined in this application.  I will allow this apprenticeship to be documented for the purpose of encouraging the continued vibrancy of Virginia’s rich folklife.

Signed_______________________________________ Date_____________________

C

Work Plan

Please fill out this section together.  You may use extra sheets of paper if needed.

1. List the skills and techniques that will be taught during the apprenticeship (e.g., what tunes or styles do you want the apprentice(s) to learn, what objects do you want them to make).  What will the apprentice be expected to do between meetings?  Please be specific. 

2. State the goals that you expect the apprentice to achieve.  Examples:  build three guitars from scratch; develop a repertory of twenty tunes;  learn two complete dances, etc.

3. How often will you meet, where, and for how long?

4. As stated in the guidelines, the apprentice may receive up to $300 for personal expenses.  On a separate page, please list the materials and supplies, including itemized costs, that the apprentice will need to complete the apprenticeship.  If you do not know the exact cost, give your most accurate estimate.

_______________________________
        ____________________________

Master Artist


Date

         Apprentice

    Date

